
 

 
Notices for your diaries: 
 
SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE SATURDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER: Jon Dakin   
and Rodney Atwood thank everyone who supported them and will report on 
the total raised when complete. 
 
THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL meets on 12 September.  We pray   
that wisdom and faith may guide their discussion and decisions. 
 
There will be a TEAM SERVICE AT ST THOMAS’S on 10 a.m. on Sunday, 
30th September. 
 
AN APPEAL FOR SUPPORT FOR THE SISTERS OF ST FRANCIS DE 
SALES who are opening their convent to those endangered by the floods in 
Kerala in southern India. Hundreds have died and many have been left 
homeless. The sisters will do whatever they can to offer shelter, food and 
comfort to the people. St Edward's Church is making an appeal in the Parish 
this weekend at the Saturday and Sunday Masses. Any donations will be 
gratefully received. 
 

A NEW MIDWEEK GROUP will be starting on Tuesday 25th September at 
7pm. It will met alternate weeks at 5 Long Cross, Enmore Green, 
Shaftesbury SP7 8QP. This is on the A30 on the road towards Sherbourne; 
the second house on the right after the Church Hill junction. Those who 
would like to join please contact us on 01747 850330 or 07933 992389. 
John and Amanda. 
 
CHILDREN’S SOCIETY ANNUAL QUIZ NIGHT – SATURDAY 6TH 
OCTOBER 2018.   Please support this popular event in Motcombe 
Memorial Hall on Saturday 6 October 2018.  Teams of six or fewer will enjoy 
a light-hearted quiz, a two course supper and coffee.  Bring your own drinks 
(glasses provided).  Doors open 7pm, quiz starts 7.30pm.  Tickets £10 pp 
from Karen Dickson, Tel 01747 855343.  

 

 

For pewsheet notices please contact Rodney Atwood on 855255 or 
harrietatwood@hotmail.c 

 

 
 
 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 
 

 

 

               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 
Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 

 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 9th September – Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 16th September – Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 

No Service 

 

Sunday 23rd September – Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity 

11.15am Matins 

 

 



 

Collect  

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit  
upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:  
grant that your people may be fervent in the fellowship of the gospel that, 
always abiding in you,  
they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
First Reading  Isaiah 35.4-7a 
 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your 
God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you.’ Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer,  and the tongue of the 
speechless sing for joy. 
 
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; 
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 
rushes.  

 
Second Reading James 2.1-17 
 
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really believe in 
our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine 
clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also 
comes in, and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, 
‘Have a seat here, please’, while to the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand there’, 
or, ‘Sit at my feet’, have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has 
not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 
kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? But you have 
dishonoured the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag 
you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was 
invoked over you?  

You do well if you really fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, ‘You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself.’ But if you show partiality, you commit sin and 
are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law 
but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. For the one who said, 
‘You shall not commit adultery’, also said, ‘You shall not murder.’ Now if you do 
not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. 

For judgement will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; 
mercy triumphs over judgement. What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you 
say you have faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or 
sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; 
keep warm and eat your fill’, and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what 
is the good of that? So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

Gospel Reading Mark 7.24-37 
 
From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 
but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard 
about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a 
Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. He said to her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the 
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ Then he said to her, ‘For saying 
that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.’ So she went home, found 
the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.  
 
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf 
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his 
hand on him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his 
fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to 
heaven, he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened.’ And 
immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, 
the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, 
saying, ‘He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the 
mute to speak.’  

 
Post Communion Prayer 
Keep, O Lord, your Church, with your perpetual mercy;  
and, because without you our human frailty cannot but fall,  
keep us ever by your help from all things hurtful,  
and lead us to all things profitable to our salvation;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 


