
 

St Thomas’s 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR in aid of  ST THOMAS’S CHURCH PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY, Saturday 1st December from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm in Melbury 
Abbas Village Hall.  Gifts, Cakes, Bric-a-brac, Books, Raffle, Christmas 
decorations etc. Local producers stalls including Candles, Lampshades, 
Cushions, Cards, Vintage items, Real Cure Meat. Coffee and home-made 
cake in our pop up café. Everybody very welcome! Please come and 
support. 

 
Lavinia Phillips arranged the gift of a HORSE CHESTNUT sapling grown 
from a conker from a tree at Lissenhoek Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery in the Ypres Salient.  Simon Chambers planted it on the mound 
just outside the war memorial lychgate to commemorate the Centenary of 

the Armistice, following our 11 November service.   

 
PLEASE PRAY for Ellen Brine, who has had a stroke but is now making a 
good recovery; and Delia Johnson, who has undergone surgery and is 
wither family in Andover awaiting further investigation. 
 
Please remember to bring SMARTIES POTS from Harvest Festival filled 
with appropriate coins to one of our Christmas services (and remind others). 
The money will be divided among our Christmas charities. 
 
INTERCESSIONS: at our last PCC, it was noted that in other Shaftesbury 
Churches, Prayers of Intercession are led by a member of the congregation. 
Alan Kirkham offered to draw up a rota of any volunteers for this at C.W. 
Communion Services (i.e. first two services of the month). A book (in the 
Vestry) of suggested prayers (by Susan Sayers) for each Sunday in the year 
can be used,or adapted. Please would you contact Alan if you are interested 
in joining the rota.  
 
 
OPEN HOUSE CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL Open House will again be 
providing a Christmas meal and Christmas Hampers for needy families in 
the Shaftesbury area and any contributions towards these will be much 
appreciated.  To help with this, collection boxes have been placed in each 
Church in Shaftesbury during November (with a list of suggested suitable 
items) for collection in early December. Thank you for your support. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME to 
St Thomas’s Church, Melbury Abbas 

 

If you are new to the church or visiting, please introduce yourself to  

one of the team so we might get to know you better. 

 

 
 

 
               Team Office is open Mon - Fri 9am - 12pm 

Tel: 853060  email: office@ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk 
 www.ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk   

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Thomas’s, Melbury Abbas 

 

 

Sunday 25th November – Christ the King/ Next before Advent 

11.15am Matins 

 

Sunday 2nd December – First Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Parish Communion 

 

Sunday 9th December – Second Sunday of Advent 

11.15am Parish Communion 

 

 



 
Today’s Psalm: 93 
 
 
Collect  

 
Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven  
that he might rule over all things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the 
unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created 
order to worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

First Reading   Daniel 7.9-10,13,14 

As I watched,  
thrones were set in place, 
   and an Ancient One took his throne; 
his clothing was white as snow, 
   and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames, 
   and its wheels were burning fire.  
A stream of fire issued 
   and flowed out from his presence. 
A thousand thousand served him, 
   and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. 
The court sat in judgement, 
   and the books were opened. As I watched in the night visions, 
I saw one like a human being 
   coming with the clouds of heaven. 
And he came to the Ancient One 
   and was presented before him.  
To him was given dominion 
   and glory and kingship, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages 
   should serve him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
   that shall not pass away, 
and his kingship is one 
   that shall never be destroyed.  

 

 

Second Reading Revelation 1.4b-8 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, 
the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the 
earth. 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us 
to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.  
Look! He is coming with the clouds;  every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him; 
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen.  ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord God, 
who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.  

 

Gospel Reading  John 18.33-37 

 
Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked 
him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on 
your own, or did others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, 
am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. 
What have you done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. 
If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep 
me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from 
here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that 
I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify 
to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ 

 
 


