
 

 

Notices: 
 
Messy Church – Don’t forget Messy Church today at 3pm at the school.  

Carol Service, Sunday 21st December at 6.00 p.m.  Could you very kindly 
fill in the form at the back of the church, or otherwise let Liz Pocock know, 
if you could make mince pies for the carol service.   
 
The Gillingham Food Bank has asked for the following items: Tins of 
steamed puddings, sugar, long life orange juice and long life full fat or semi 
skimmed milk.  Could you please check that the sell by dates are valid and 
put them in the food box. Thank you. 

Congratulations to Fr Mark Perry, Port Regis Chaplain, on becoming a 
Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 

The Shaftesbury Orchestra are performing tonight at Port Regis School at 
7:30 pm.  Russell Shipley, our church flautist, is the clarinet soloist.  The 
retiring collection is in aid of Wessex MS Therapy Centre. 

 

 

Please pray for:  

Peace in our world, especially in Iraq, Gaza, South Sudan, Syria, Ukraine 

For those who live in Prideaux Drive, Summer Oaks and Motcombe Grange. 
 
For those involved with church accounts, Gift Aid Secretary, and Treasurer; 
and those responsible for the Electoral Roll. 

Healing and wholeness in body, mind and spirit for those who are suffering, 
especially Alan King, Beryl Pike, Jenny Cooper, Jan Foot and Marion Savage  

We commend to God’s care and keeping those who have died, especially 

Christine Mumford, Vi Cooper, and Stella and we pray for those who mourn 
the loss of loved ones. 
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If you are worshipping here for the first time we’d love to meet you, and 

if you would like to find out more about us please speak to the minister, 
a church warden or a member of the congregation and leave your 
contact details. 
 

Sunday 14th December – Advent 3 

9.30am  Parish Communion  Rev Simon Chambers 

Collect   O Lord Jesus Christ, 
who at your first coming sent your messenger 

to prepare your way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 

by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the 

just, 

that at your second coming to judge the world 

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All                Amen. 
 

Forthcoming Services: 
Friday  19th  10.00am Holy Communion – Rev Jan Crossley 
Sunday 21st  8am Holy Communion (BCP) – Rev Jan Crossley 
  6.00pm  Carol Service – Rev Simon Chambers 
 

Please send notices for next week’s pew sheet to: Simon Hutchinson at 

Hutchinson_SCJ@hotmail.com.  Please send any notices in by Wednesday. 
 
Grapevine (replacement for Sarum Link): http://stmin.org.uk/grapevine 
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First Reading  Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11  

 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
    because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 
    to bind up the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
    they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 

For I the LORD love justice, 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing;[b] 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
    and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 
    and their offspring among the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge 
    that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
    my whole being shall exult in my God; 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
    to spring up before all the nations. 
     

 

 

Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 

 
 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 
20 Do not despise the words of prophets,[e] 21 but test everything; hold fast 
to what is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil. 23 May the God of peace 
himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept 
sound[f] and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

Gospel Reading   John 1: 6-8, 19-28  

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light 19 This is the 
testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20 He confessed and did not deny it, 
but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’[g] 21 And they asked him, ‘What then? 
Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, 
‘No.’ 22 Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23 He said, ‘I am the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the 
Lord”’ as the prophet Isaiah said. 24 Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees. 25 They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither 
the Messiah,[h] nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26 John answered them, ‘I 
baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the 
one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 
sandal.’ 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was 
baptizing. 

Prayer after communion 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 
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