
Parish News for the Parish of St James and St John, Enmore Green, in the Shaftesbury Team 

 

Sunday 6th December  2nd Sunday in Advent  

                                         St James  9:30 a.m. CW Holy Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

Readings: Malachi ch. 3, vs.1-4, Luke ch. 1, vs.68-79, Philippians ch.1, vs. 3-11, Luke ch. 3, vs. 1-6  

Voluntaries:  In; O Come, O Come Emmanuel – Flor Peeters, 

 Herr Christ, der einige Gottes- Sohn (“O Christ, of God the Father the true eternal Son”) – JS Bach 

                                         St John    3:30 p.m. Evensong (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

                                         St James  4:30 p.m. Christingle (Revd. Helen Dawes) -see below 

Tuesday 8th December     St James 9:00 a.m. Morning prayer  

Wednesday 9th December St James 9:00 a.m. Morning prayer 

                                          Abbey School 2:00 p.m. Collective worship  

Thursday 10th December St James 9:00 a.m. Morning prayer  

                                                        7:00 p.m. CW Holy Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

Friday 11th December      St James 9:00 a.m. Morning prayer  

                                                         9:30 a.m. Open prayer meeting  

                                         St John   1:00 p.m. Burial of Ashes – Harold Francis  

Sunday 13th December St James 9:30 a.m. Holy Communion BCP (Revd. Helen Dawes) – 

Marbeck Setting  

                                         St John 11:15 a.m. CW Holy Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

            St James Christingle service 4:00 p.m. St John’s Ambulance (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

                                                             6:00 p.m. Pilgrim Service (Revd. Mary Ridgwell) 

For our prayers this week:  Sheila Brock, Diana Gowing, Harry Debrett, Jan Foot, Mary Pennell  

and the family and friends of those who have recently died: Malcolm Torrent, Keith Pollack. 

Christingle Service in aid of The Children's Society.  This year the Shaftesbury service will be in 

St James church on Sunday 6th December at 4:30 p.m.. Do come and support this atmospheric 

service. 
Parish Christmas cards - Help needed  We are delivering Parish Christmas cards (with a leaflet 'Prayer at 

St.James' enclosed) and 'Churches Together in Shaftesbury' cards.  Please sign the list at the back of the 

church if you are able to help with the delivering.  Cards will be available for delivery from Sunday 13th. 

December.  

 

Advent Carol Service This was a wonderful performance with the choir conducted by Chris Mahon and 

Stephen Binnington as organist.  All the music was performed with understanding, expressing the feeling of 

the season.The congregation were invited to join in the chorus of Purcell's 'Rejoice in the Lord Alway', an 

anthem that showed the ability of the choir.  Chris doubled as a counter tenor in Orlando Gibbon's 'This is 

the Record of John'. Again the choir performed with great sensitivity.  Wesley's hymn 'Lo, he comes' brought 

this memorable evening to a conclusion, but not before we were treated to a descant in the final verse and 

a final organ voluntary by Pachelbel.  It felt inappropriate to express appreciation after this service, but all 

those who contributed should know that this was a perfect beginning to Advent. 

A Great Big Thank You What a wonderful effort - last week's Christmas Fair was not only 

successful  financially, but showed great team work as the St James folk really put everything in to 

making the morning a happy and smooth running event.  The stalls all looked attractive and the 

atmosphere was friendly and happy. The kitchen team did a splendid job keeping the stall holders 

supplied with hot drinks and serving up the delicious food.  When it came to clearing up, the left-

overs were packed up, the tables put away, the floor swept and the kitchen left in pristine condition 

in record time by a gang of energetic helpers.  The grand total for the event came to £1874   with an 

additional £237 for the re-ordering fund - a very satisfying figure thanks to the great effort made by 

everyone concerned. Thank you all. 

Labyrinth - the Labyrinth has been changed and has plenty on which to ponder.  A Christmas 

theme will be replacing this on Christmas Eve.- 

 

Singers required for our Christmas Carol Service Saturday 19th December 7:00 p.m... Rehearsal 

Friday 18th December, 7:00 p.m.. Please sign up at the back of the Church.  

Altar Linen. A volunteer is needed to launder the Altar linen. This happens only 3 times a year 

(barring accidents). Please see Jane. be greatly appreciated.  

Decorating at St James` church- Contributions to help towards flowers for Christmas would be 

greatly appreciated. Tin will be at the back of the church next Sunday. 

Flower ladies; As the carol service is on Saturday 19th December, we need to decorate the church 

that morning, starting at 10 a.m. I shall bring poinsettias and greenery. Please come if you can. 



6 December, 2015 - The Second Sunday of Advent - Year C 

Collect of the Day 

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; that whereas, through our 

sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running 

the race that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your 

Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen 

First Reading 

Malachi 3.1-4 

Thus says the Lord God: See, I am sending my messenger to 

prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 

will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the 

covenant in whom you delight - indeed, he is coming, says 

the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 

coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like 

a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner 
and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of 

Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 

offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the 

days of old and as in former years.  

Psalm 

Luke 1.68-79 

1 Blessed be the Lord the God of Israel, ♦ 

who has come to his people and set them free.  

2 He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour, ♦ 

born of the house of his servant David.  

3 Through his holy prophets God promised of old ♦ 

to save us from our enemies, 

from the hands of all that hate us, 

4 To show mercy to our ancestors, ♦ 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

5 This was the oath God swore to our father Abraham: ♦ 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  

6 Free to worship him without fear, ♦ 

holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.  

7 And you, child, shall be called the prophet  

of the Most High, ♦ 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,  

8 To give his people knowledge of salvation ♦ 

by the forgiveness of all their sins.  

9 In the tender compassion of our God ♦ 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  

10 To shine on those who dwell in darkness  

and the shadow of death, ♦ 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Reading 

Philippians 1.3-11 

My brothers and sisters, I thank my God every time I 

remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of 

my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the 

gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, 

that the one who began a good work among you will bring 

it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me 

to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in 

your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both 
in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of 

the gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you 

with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, 

that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge 

and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that 

in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 

produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 

Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.  

Gospel 

Luke 3.1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when 

Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of 

Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 

and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the 

high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God 

came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went 

into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism 

of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in 

the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and 

every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked 

shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”’  

Post Communion Prayer 

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world 

and will send him again to be our judge: give us grace so to 

imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, 

when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with 

joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen  


