
Parish News for the Parish of St James and St John, Enmore Green, in the Shaftesbury Team 

 
Sunday 14th May        Fifth Sunday in Easter  

                                     St James 9:30 a.m. Sung BCP Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

Readings: Acts 7:55-60, 1 Peter 2: 2-10, John14:1-14 

Voluntaries: In; Voluntaries: In; Chant de May – J Jongen, Out; Pastorale – P Whitlock (inspired by Psalm 23 v. 1, 

The Lord is my Shepherd) 

                                     St John    11:15 a.m. Parish Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

                                     St James  4:00 p.m. Thoughts on Worship (see below) 

Wednesday 17th May St James  9:00 a.m. Morning prayer  

                                     Abbey School 2:00 p.m. Collective worship 

                                     St James  2:00 p.m. Art group in church 

Thursday 18th May    St James  8:30 a.m. Morning prayer  

                                                      7:00 p.m. Holy Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

Friday 19th May          St James  9:00 a.m. Morning prayer  

Sunday 21st May         St James  9:30 a.m. Parish Communion (Revd. Helen Dawes) 

                                      St John    11:15 a.m. Parish Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

                                      St James  3:00 p.m. Baptism of Harry and Thomas Foster 

                                                       4:00 p.m. Thoughts on Worship  (see below) 

 

Please pray for our neighbours and friends who are unwell: Sheila Brock, Peter Meacham, Edgar Francis, 

    Revd. John Pearson, Susan Tolfree and Jeanne Loader; for all those whose names are on the prayer circle  

    list and for the family and friends of those who have died recently: Cynthia Preston, Dr. Christopher Hewetson.  

 

    Worship There will be a meeting to discuss worship as a follow up to the handout given out recently, on 

Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in St James.  Please do come if you possibly can even tho’ it is short notice. There will 

be tea and cake to follow !  ‘Thoughts on Worship’ following on from the questionnaire about worship at 

St James church, which we had many helpful responses, we are holding two presentation/discussion 

afternoon sessions for those who would like to discuss further and feed into a Liturgical Group at St James. 

These session will have a look at all worship at St James including pastoral services and give a change to 

explore some of the practice, theology and just ‘why we do what we do’ at church, looking to see if it is 

meeting our current needs for effective worship. 

 

    After the service on 14th May at St James, there will be a blessing at the churchyard seats given in memory by 

the Families  of Bob Crossword, and George and Jean Alford. 

 

    Help needed please! - For Sunday 18th June "The Great Get Together" . St James (WE)  are holding a 

Vintage Tea Party in the afternoon with games and light entertainment.  It would be good to have a juggler, face-

painter, someone able to organise/run a few races/games for children in the field; We could have a themed dressing 

up competition; displays of artwork depicting what "Getting Together" really means. Also light music to create the 

atmosphere of a typical vintage, village community afternoon gathering.  I would welcome names of people with 

these skills from the community so I can make contact.  Help also needed with a flier drop through the village as 

we do for C'mas & Easter; catering, setting up, on the day and clearing away. This is barely a month away and we 

need to get prepared and the village involved as much as possible.  Philippa 01747 812365 

 

“The Sprig of Thyme”, A cycle of folk-song settings by John Rutter and “A Little Night-Music” with the 

Gillingham Singers; Part-songs and jazz-songs on a theme ,with Charles Hetherington, (Director) Emma 

Hetherington (violin) and David Grierson (piano). Thursday 23rd May, 2017, at 7:30 p.m., St James. 

Tickets £8 available on (01747) 823451 or at the door. Proceeds to St James Church and Gillingham 

Singers. www.gillinghamsingers.org.  There are posters and A5 fliers at the crossing – please can you take 

these and distribute them around the village and town.  It will be good to ensure we have a good audience to 

support Charles and the choir. 

Note 22nd and 23rd July:  St James` Church will be celebrating the 150th anniversary of the completion 

 of the present building during the weekend of 22nd-23rd July. Special events are planned including a concert 

 to be given by the Royal Court Players on Saturday 22nd at 7:00 p.m.. They will perform music of the Royal 

 Court and the Baroque era. There will be Choral Eucharist in the morning of 23rd July which is the 

Patronal Festival and Shaftesbury Community Choir will be giving a concert in the afternoon at 3 p.m.. 

 

What, no loo!! Can you imagine not having a loo? Or living in a village where no-one has one so everyone 

has to use the countryside / bushes? It would soon become contaminated and smelly, imagine the flies, the 

risk of infection. There are 2.4 billion people who live this way, 900 children die everyday as a direct result 

of not having access to a loo. We can change this for just £60. Tearfund will build, install and maintain a 

toilet, provide clean water and hygiene education. If each of us gave just £1, we at St James could sponsor a 

loo and really make a difference. There are collection boxes in each of our toilets. Janice Jackson. 



14 May, 2017 - The Fifth Sunday of Easter - Year A 

 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus 

Christ have overcome death and opened to us the gate of 

everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us 

you put into our minds good desires, so by your continual 

help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ 

our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen 

First Reading 

Acts 7.55-60 

Standing before the high priest and the council, Stephen, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the 

glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 

‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered 
their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against 

him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 

stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 

young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, 

he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ Then he knelt down 

and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.’ When he had said this, he died.  

Second Reading 

1 Peter 2.2-10 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that 

by it you may grow into salvation - if indeed you have tasted 

that the Lord is good. Come to him, a living stone, though 

rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s sight. 
Like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual 

house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in 

scripture: ‘See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 
chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not 

be put to shame.’ To you then who believe, he is precious; 
but for those who do not believe, ‘The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,’ 
and ‘A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that 
makes them fall.’ They stumble because they disobey the 
word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen 

race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvellous light. Once 

you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy.  

 

Gospel 

John 14.1-14 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let your hearts be 
troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, 

would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 

will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 

also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ 
Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are 

going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am 
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my 

Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 

him.’ Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we 
will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all 
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 

seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the 
Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak 

on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 

Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; 

but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 

themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me 

will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater 

works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do 

whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I 

will do it.’  

Post Communion Prayer 

Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, 

and the life: grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his 

truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now 

and for ever. Amen 


