
Parish News for the Parish of St James and St John, Enmore Green, in the Shaftesbury Team 
Sunday 21st May Rogation Sunday 

                                      St James  9:30 a.m. Parish Communion (Revd. Helen Dawes) 

       Readings: Acts 17: 22-31, 1 Peter 3: 13-22, John 14:15-21 

      Voluntaries: In; Voluntary in G major – Charles Villiers Stanford, Out; Processional – William Matthias 

                                      St John    11:15 a.m. Parish Communion (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

                                      St James  3:00 p.m. Baptism of Harry and Thomas Foster 

                                                       4:00 p.m. Thoughts on Worship (see below) 

Monday 22nd May       St James 7:15 p.m. Gillingham Singers – rehearsals 

Tuesday 23rd May        St James 9:30 a.m. Organ tuning 

                                St James 7:00 p.m. A Sprig of Thyme -Gillingham Singers – Spring concert (see below) 

Wednesday 24th May  St James  9:00 a.m. Morning prayer. Vicarage 10:00 a.m. Churchwardens’ meeting  

                                      St James 7:30 p.m. P.C.C. Meeting 

Thursday 25th May     St James 7:00 p.m. Team Service for Ascension Day (Revd. Dr. Simon Chambers) 

Friday 26th May          St James 9:00 a.m. Morning prayer 

                                                      1:30 p.m. School party in church 

Sunday 28th May         St James 8:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

                                                      9:30 a.m. Parish Communion  
                                      St John 11:15 a.m. Family Service (Revd. Elizabeth Preston) 

Please pray for our neighbours and friends who are unwell: Sheila Brock, Peter Meacham, Edgar Francis, 

 Revd. John Pearson, Susan Tolfree, Jo Churchill, Suzanne Tucker and Jeanne Loader; for all  whose names are on  

the prayer circle list and for the family and friends of Cynthia Preston &Dr. Christopher Hewetson who died recently. 

Thoughts on Worship  Sunday,May 21st, 4.00 pm This is the second of two presentation/discussion afternoon 

sessions to discuss further and feed into a Liturgical Group at St James following the recent questionnaire about 

worship in St James. We will look at all worship at St James including pastoral services, explore some of the 

practice, theology and just ‘why we do what we do’ at church,  to see if it is meeting our current needs for effective 

worship. Please do come if you  can .There will be tea and cake to follow 

General Election Hustings, chaired by Rev. Helen Dawes, on Saturday 3rd June at 7:00 p.m. in St James' Church, 

when the four local candidates for election will be present.  You are invited to submit questions or topics in 

advance, to be addressed by all the candidates on the evening. This year such questions will also be able to be 

asked on Facebook. Please place your questions in the box at the back of the church. 

  Curate ;Kevin Martin will be joining the Team as Curate and will be ordained in  a service at St Peters on 27th 

September by Bishop Nicholas. 

Children’s Society Please bring any boxes which I have not emptied recently,  to church. There is no problem 

 with old £1 coins or £5 notes, I can include them in the totals. I have banked £130 from boxes so far this year 

 and look forward to adding to this amount. Any problems, please speak to me. Rosemary 

    Help needed please! - For Sunday 18th June "The Great Get Together". St James (WE) are holding a Vintage 

   Tea Party in the afternoon with games and light entertainment.  It would be good to have a  juggler, face painter, 

     someone able to organise/run a few races/games for children in the field; We could have a  themed dressing -up 

   competition; displays of artwork depicting what "Getting Together" really means. Also light  music to create the  

    atmosphere of a typical vintage, village community afternoon gathering. I would welcome names of people with  

    these skills from the community so I can make contact. Help also needed  with catering,  setting up, on the day and 

    clearing away. We need to get prepared and the village involved as much as possible.  Philippa, 01747 812365 

.   

“The Sprig of Thyme”, A cycle of folk-song settings by John Rutter and “A Little Night-Music” Part-songs and 

jazz-songs on a theme ,with Charles Hetherington, (Director) Emma Hetherington (violin) and David Grierson 

(piano). Gillingham Singers Spring Concert, Tuesday May 23rd  at St James. Tickets £8 available on (01747) 

823451 or at the door. Proceeds to St James Church and Gillingham Singers. www.gillinghamsingers.org.    

Concert at St James by St Mary’s School Shaftesbury Chamber Choir, May 12thThis delightful hour of 

spiritual and secular music was beautifully performed by a talented group of carefully trained choristers. The girls’ 

enjoyment in making music and their  rapport with their charismatic conduct Derek Harris, Director of Music, were 

obvious and in keeping with the strong musical tradition at the school. A retiring collection realised £160 towards 

the re-ordering of St James’ church.  

Spread the word in Refugee Week! It is all too easy to forget that there is a world beyond politics!  We live in a 

world where families are torn apart by war, famine and violence. In Syria there are now many families in U. N. 

Refugee Camps waiting to leave that country and find a new life elsewhere. A group of people from across 

Shaftesbury has met and taken advice about what is happening in Dorset, where an agreement has been made to 

find homes and support for a small number of refugee families.  There is an opportunity for everyone to hear what  

might be possible  here in Shaftesbury, to talk about how we can work together as a community to make a real 

difference to at least one family.Thursday 22nd June at 7:30 p.m. for 8:00 p.m. there will be a public meeting in 

Shaftesbury Town Hall at which Stephanie Farr (Dorset’s Resettlement Officer), Colin Brady (Social Justice 

Manager for Salisbury Diocese) and a (re-settled) Syrian Refugee Family will be coming to share experiences, talk 

about what could be done locally and give you time for questions and exploration. Please spread the word and most 

importantly, come to this meeting! For more information:  please ring Emma Smith, 851894 or Sarah Mais  858931 



21 May, 2017 - The Sixth Sunday of Easter - Year A 

Collect of the Day 

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of 

darkness and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, so by his 

continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen 

First Reading 

Acts 17.22-31 

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, 

‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 

way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at 

the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar 

with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore 
you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God 

who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 

hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life 

and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all 

nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times 

of their existence and the boundaries of the places where 

they would live, so that they would search for God and 

perhaps grope for him and find him - though indeed he is 

not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and move 
and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have 
said, “For we too are his offspring.” Since we are God’s 
offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 

silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination 

of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 

repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the 

world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has 

appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 

raising him from the dead.’  

Second Reading 

1 Peter 3.13-22 

Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But 

even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. 

Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in 

your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 

your defence to anyone who demands from you an account 

of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and 

reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 

maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 

Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for 

doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer 
for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, 

the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 

God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the 

spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when 

God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the 

building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 

were saved through water. And baptism, which this 

prefigured, now saves you - not as a removal of dirt from the 

body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 

authorities, and powers made subject to him.  

Gospel 

John 14.15-21 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If you love me, you will keep my 

commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 

you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the 

Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 

abides with you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you 

orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will 

no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you 

also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my 

Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my 

commandments and keep them are those who love me; and 

those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

them and reveal myself to them.’  

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God our Father, whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of 

eternal life: may we thirst for you, the spring of life and 

source of goodness, through him who is alive and reigns, 

now and for ever Amen 


