
Parish News for the Parish of St James, and St John, in the Shaftesbury Team 

Sunday 13th January Baptism of Christ 

                                        St James 9:30 a.m. Sung BCP Communion (Revd. Dr. S. Chambers) 

Readings: Isaiah 43, 1-7, Acts 9, 14-17, Luke 3, 15-17, 21-22 

Voluntaries: In; Cradle song-Herbert Howells .  Out;  Scherzo-  Percy Whitlock. 

                                        St John    11:15 a.m. Parish Communion (Revd. H. Dawes)  

                                        St James  6:00 p.m. Pilgrim Service (P. Cooper & Revd. M. Ridgwell) See below. 

Wednesday 16th January St James 9:00 a.m. Morning prayer 

Thursday 17th January St James    9:00 a.m. Morning prayer 

                                                        12:00 midday Electrical inspection 

                                                        7:00 p.m. CW Holy Communion (Revd. Dr. S. Chambers) 

Friday 18th January    St James     9:00 a.m. Morning prayer  

Sunday 20th January United Service Father’s House10:30 a.m. (Revd. Dr. S. Chambers & Revd. H. Dawes) 

 and coffee available  from 10:00a.m. 

Please pray for Sheila Brock, Jeff Parker, Andrew Lobb, Heather Blake, Jim Knowles, and Sid Emerson, and for the family 

and friends of Ann Cryer and Joan Farrow who died recently.  

The Archdeacon of Sarum announced on the 23rd December that following an open recruitment process the next Team 

Rector of the Clarendon Benefice, East of Salisbury, will be the Revd Simon Chambers. Simon’s last service with us will 

be the 10 a.m. Team Service at St James on the 24th March and his Licensing will be at Winterslow All Saints at 7pm on 

the 23rd April. We congratulate Simon on his promotion and will be praying for him and his family as they prepare to 

move to Winterslow. 

The Pilgrim Service. We now see Pilgrim still walking towards his night’s goal, but through the darkest of nights as he 

managed to take a wrong turn and has struggled to regain his proper track. This week’s theme is entitled ‘Thick 

Darkness?’ – and his path is only illumined by one distant star – but what a beautiful star! It really is special and he feels 

like one of the wise kings all those years ago. Wasn’t the world promised a light to reveal God’s true direction for us all? 

In this most unsettled of worlds at the turn of the year will we find the one true way, truth and life in Jesus – our guiding 

star? Come and find out with us - you will be very welcome, and there is time for fellowship and refreshments afterwards. 

Keyring - is to be discussed at the Team Council  on Wednesday  evening.  We are asked to give our comments on this 

publication both positive and negative with suggestions as to its relevance with other forms of communication available; 

should it be discontinued or is there still a place for it? Could it be improved/changed to fit in with today's demands? 

Any feedback please to Philippa by phone (812365), email or note at the back of the church by midday Wednesday .  

Could you host and / or lead a Churches Together Lent group this year? The groups start the week beginning 10th 

March and meet for five weeks. We like to be able to offer as wide a choice of days and times of day as possible to 

enable people to find a group suitable for them.  Please sign up on the list at the back of the church. If you have any 

questions contact Elizabeth Preston 01747 850654 or lizziepreston1@gmail.com  

Thursday 17th January 7:30 p.m. at Shaftesbury Town Hall.  Climate Change - What will be the impact on all species 

including humans?  What are we doing about it and is it enough?  Talk by the Chief Executive of Wiltshire Wildlife Trust. 

Flower ladies and Holy dusters at St James that on Saturday February 9th from 10.0am - 4.0pm there will be a ' 

Wedding course" taking place in the church so please can you juggle your 'shift' around that.  Many thanks – Philippa 

For your information – A fence is being erected along St James Church southern curtilage to comply with Insurance 

regulations.  During January/early February work will be taking place to clean and repair sections of the northern roof 

face where there is a build-up of debris and some broken and slipping tiles causing ingress to the church interior.  Also 

repairs to sections of flashing to the tower and upgrading of the rainwater systems to cope with the heavier rainfall.  

There will be a section of path being lifted to repair faulty drainage to avoid the crypt from flooding again and damaging 

the boiler.  

  Please be cautious if you need to be around at the time of work as scaffolding is likely to be put in place for tower work 

and the drainage will cause mud and slippery surfaces.  Julian Richards will be supervising the drainage replacement. 
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