
NATIVITY FESTIVAL 13/14th December - in St Thomas Melbury Abbas from 10am-
4pm. Has anyone got a nativity set that they could have on display for this event?  
Refreshments will be available – come and see the new kitchen 

PAVLOVAS FOR ST PETERS As a small fundraising initiative I have decided to offer 
Pavlova Bases to be made on request. Large size will be £3.50 and medium £2.50 - all 
monies being donated to St Peters. Please contact Marigold Rumble on 01747 854672 
for further information. 

FOODBANK LATEST UPDATE.  The foodbank box will be back in church in January.  
In the meantime donations can be put in the supermarket collection points.  

TOBYS YOUNG PEOPLES' PROJECT Christmas is coming!  This means that it is 
time to collect groceries and toiletries for Toby's.   Please give foodstuffs which are 
either in glass containers and tins with a pull ring.  We shall collect for six weeks until 
December 14th, when I shall take the gifts to Toby's with our love and all good wishes 
for Christmas from St Peter's.  Many of these young people will have nothing else for 
Christmas so please be as generous as you can in these difficult times - it is truly 
appreciated. 

DORSET HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST calendars are available for sale at £5 each. 
please speak to John or Gill Hunt. 853707 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. Team Office is open Monday - Friday 9.30 -12.30 
Tel: 853060  email office@stmin.org.uk www.stmin.org.uk   

Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by Wednesday 9.30am  

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury 

Notice Sheet  
Worshipping Christ with others, Taking Christ to others, 

Serving Christ in others, Bringing others to Christ 
 

Today – 1
st

 December – Advent 1 
9.30am Parish Communion  11.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 

4.30pm Children’s Society Christingle Service 
Readings: Isaiah 2: 1-5  Romans 13: 11-end  Matthew 24: 36-44 

Readers: Sarah Hunt & Chris Sims  Intercessor: Clare Copeley – Williams 
 

Next Sunday – 8
th

 December – Advent 2 
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)  9.30am Family Service 

 

If you are new to St Peter's or visiting today, please make yourself known 

to one of our team so that we might get to know you better 

The Diary     Please see our calendar on our website www.stmin.org.uk/stpeters  

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.00am  Morning Prayer 

Mon – Fri   5.00pm  Evening Prayer 

Wednesdays  10.30am  Holy Communion 

December 
Sunday 1

st
  1.00pm  Baptism of Max Walker 

  4.30pm  Children’s Society Christingle Service in St Peter’s 

  7.30pm  CTS Advent Service at The Father’s House 

Mon 2
nd

  6.00pm  Late Night Christmas Shopping evening – 
 carols, mince pies and mulled wine in church 

Tues 3
rd

 7.00pm  Outdoor Nativity Rehearsal in church 

Wed 4
th
  7.00pm  Upper Room Group final meeting 

Thurs 5
th
  12.15pm  Funeral of Peter Walsh  

Sat 7
th
   2.00pm  Outdoor Nativity band rehearsal in church 

Sun 8
th
  3.00pm  Shaftesbury Band Silver Band Christmas Concert  

Clive conducts  his last concert as Director of Music of 
our town band. 

Mon 9
th 

  6.30pm  Lindlar Hall Carol Service 

Thurs 12
th
 7.00pm  Outdoor Nativity rehearsal in church 

mailto:office@stmin.org.uk
http://www.stmin.org.uk/
http://www.stmin.org.uk/stpeters


Fri 13
th
   7.30pm  Youth Group meets in church hall 

Sat 14
th
  10.00am  Choir Christmas Coffee Morning  

with carols in church 

  3.00pm  Christmas Community Tea afternoon in church 

Thurs 19
th
 3.00pm  Carols at Chubbs Sunday  

 

TODAY  Clive presides and Jo Johnson preaches at this the first Sunday of the church 
Year. The colour changes to the regal purple to reflect the watching and waiting for our 
King. 

CHILDREN Sincere thanks to those who have signed up to help Jean with Sunday 
School and so allow our children to enjoy their time in the hall. There are still spaces 
available, so please, if you haven’t offered your services for one Sunday over the next 
year please do it today. Clive and Jean 

POST ALPHA UPPER ROOM GROUP.  The next meeting is on Wed 4
th
 December  

from 7-9pm in the Church Hall. This is will a time of celebrating our fellowship. Please 
sign the list in church to help with catering arrangements, or contact Jean on 01747 
855375 if you would like to be part of this group.  

REVELATION - REVEALED – RELEVANT FOR TODAY Clive will lead a four week 
study course on this most interesting book of the bible, beginning in January. 
Wednesday evenings 22

nd
/29

th
 Jan and 5/12

th
 Feb from 7.00pm and Tuesday 

afternoons – 4
th

/11th/18
th

 and 25
th

 February at 2.30pm.  Christianity is under threat 
in our part of the world –  Revelation gives us images to explore where God is in all this 
– that’ why it is relevant to today! Do let Clive know that you would like to take part in 
either the afternoon or evening sessions. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER OUTDOOR NATIVITY Sunday 15th December 1pm We 
are looking for actors, singers, instrumentalists again. The Good News is that St 
Peter’s are providing a Narrator, Joseph, Mary (and baby Jesus) and the Angel 
Garbriel! Rehearsals are on Tuesday 3

rd
 and Thursday 12

th
 December at 7.00pm for 

actors and singers, and on Saturday 7
th
 December for the instrumentalists. Costumes 

provided. It’s great fun to be part of! Please help to make this a special witness to our 
town at Christmas. Please see Clive to offer your help. 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY “CHRISTINGLE” SERVICE TODAY at 4.30pm Do come to 
support the Children’s Society and enjoy the “ooh” and “aaah” of the church lit by hand 
held Christingle candles 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING EVENING – 6-8.30pm TOMORROW Monday 2
nd

 
December. Mince pies and mulled wine to the sound of carols from our choir and 
worship group.  Shaftesbury School Choir will also be singing from 7.30pm 

CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY TEA Saturday 14
th

 December 3-5pm An opportunity to 
bring someone along to enjoy fellowship and afternoon tea with a few carols and 
festive cheer. Please sign up so that catering arrangements are made easier.  

UNWANTED CHRISTIAN BOOKS? If you have any unwanted Christian or non-fiction 
books, Christian Aid can help use them to end global poverty. You can drop them into 
the team office. 

MISSION GROUP MEETING – Men’s Breakfast. We are exploring the idea of a 
monthly Saturday men’s breakfast at a local pub or café, starting after Christmas. 
Ideally 8.30am for breakfast followed by a discussion on a relevant topic. A core group 
of men from St Peter’s would invite friends or neighbours to join us, and so the group 
would grow. If you are interested, would like to know more, or would like to be part of 
the core group, please chat to Clive or to Joe Rumble. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE A SHAFTESBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL FOUNDATION 
GOVERNOR? Shaftesbury Primary School is looking for another Church of England 
foundation governor as they are increasing church representation from two to three. 
Currently Marion Purser and I are the foundation governors and would love to welcome 
one more to help the school develop its distinctive Christian ethos as it grows both in 
size, popularity and achievement. This is particularly important as we are appointing a 
new headteacher, and because during the vacancy for team rector after next August 
church involvement in the school will be a vital mission. If you would like to know more 
please talk to me as soon as you can. Clive 

SHAFTESBURY SCHOOL FOUNDATION GOVERNOR The PCC have appointed Mr 
Peter Moull, resident of Shaftesbury who worships at Motcombe, the post. Please pray 
for him as he takes up this new role. 

TEAM WEEKEND 9-11
th

 May 2014 We are looking for leaders of activities to draw 
members from our different parishes together in activities they enjoy – eg walking, 
cycling, singing and making music, flower arranging, bell ringing, and anything else we 
can think of. The weekend will include a folk dance evening and a Team Service. We 
have a planning meeting on Saturday 18

th
 January 9.30am at St Mary’s Motcombe. If 

you would like to be part of the planning please speak to Clive and come along to the 

meeting. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER ADVENT SERVICE at The Father’s House Sunday 1
st
 

December 7.30pm, followed by Mulled Wine and Mince Pies. 

SUDAN - Bishop Stephen Dokolo visited Shaftesbury Churches this year as part of the 
diocesan link and has continued to be in contact by email. To return the complement a 
Christmas card or message would be appreciated on bishop@lui.anglican.org 
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Collect Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and 

to put on the armour of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your 

Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he 

shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living and the dead, we 

may rise to the life immortal; through him who is alive and reigns with you, in 

the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever 

Old Testament Isaiah 2.1-5 The prophets vision of hope for God’s people 

This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: In the 

last days 

 the mountain of the LORD’S temple will be established 

  as chief among the mountains; 

 it will be raised above the hills, 

  and all nations will stream to it. 

Many peoples will come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob. 

 He will teach us his ways, 

  so that we may walk in his paths.” 

 The law will go out from Zion, 

  the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 He will judge between the nations 
  and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

 They will beat their swords into ploughshares 

  and their spears into pruning hooks. 

 Nation will not take up sword against nation, 

  nor will they train for war any more. 

 Come, O house of Jacob, 

  let us walk in the light of the LORD.” 

 

New Testament  Romans 13.11-14 “Waking up” and “darkness to light” 

are two of the great themes of Advent 11Brothers and sisters, you know 

what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on 

the armour of light; 13let us live honourably as in the day, not in revelling and 

drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarrelling and 

jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires.  

Gospel Reading  Matthew 24.36-44 Jesus urges his followers to be alert, 

to be awake, be ready for the Lord whenever he comes again, for we 

will never know when that is going to be. Jesus said: “No-one knows 

about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son 

of Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they 

knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all 

away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be 

in the field; one will be taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding 

with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 

come. But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time 

of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have 

let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of 

Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

Post Communion Prayer O Lord our God, make us watchful and keep us 

faithful as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; that, when he shall 

appear, he may not find us sleeping in sin but active in his service and joyful in 

his praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR 

For peace in Syria, Afghanistan, Israel/Palestine Sudan. For our troops, especially 
those known to us, keeping peace around the world – for protection and peace, for 
their families and those who return injured. 

Margaret Pearson after the death of her mother 

Max Walker to be baptised today  - and his family 

For the sick: Kathleen Allen, Wendy Brown, John Churcher, Charles Cleall, Jim Clow 
Joan Cox, Geoffrey Cox, Hilary Dicker, Sheila Foster, Jackie Gardiner, Edward Jacson, 
Patricia Macey, Betty Munns, Fred Powell, Rose Soper, Julian,  

Shaftesbury Primary School. Shaftesbury School, Abbey Primary School. St Thomas’ 
Melbury Abbas 


