
 

CHRISTIAN MINDFULNESS AND CELTIC ART: What did Simon study on his 
sabbatical? Come and find out on the 26th Nov at 3pm in St James Church as he talks 
about his time during his three months, his insights to mindfulness and his further 
developments in Celtic Knotwork as prayer 
 

ST THOMAS’S CHURCH, MELBURY ABBAS PRESERVATION SOCIETY 
Christmas Coffee Morning is on Saturday 2nd December from 10.30am until 12.30pm 
in Melbury Abbas Village Hall. Gifts, cakes, bric-a-brac, books, raffle, Christmas 
decorations and wreaths, local produce, pet portraits, candles and charcuterie. Sit 
down for coffee, home-made cake and a chat in our café corner.  
 
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN SHAFTESBURY ADVENT SERVICE is taking place at 
St Peter's this year on Sunday 3rd December at 6pm.  It will be a candlelit service and 
it would be great to see you all there to make the light of Christ shine brightly in our 
service of unity! 
 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY CHRISTINGLE SERVICES:  ST MARY’S, MOTCOMBE ON 
SUNDAY 10th DECEMBER AND ST JAMES’ ON SATURDAY 16th DECEMBER,  
BOTH AT 4.30PM.  This year, two Team Christingle Services will be held on the dates 
and times shown above.  These short, part candle-lit celebrations have become a 
traditional part of the Christmas season for young children and adults alike.  Please 
come along and enjoy one (or both!) in a happy and friendly atmosphere. Small 
collecting boxes are available at the back of the church.  They will be taken in at the 
services to help with the work of the Children’s Society among disadvantaged 
children. 

 
ROCK NATIVITY This unusual take on the Nativity story in two musical acts will be 
performed on December 7th in St. Peter's church, Shaftesbury, St. James church, 
Gold Hill on December 8th and St. Mary's, Motcombe on Dec 9th. musical director 
David Grierson has worked his magic on this little known but interesting musical 
version, and the visual dramatic scenes are directed by Rosie King.  David and Rosie 
have worked together previously, with all proceeds from the shows going directly to 
the upkeep of the team churches. 

Tickets are available from Shaftesbury Arts Centre, Motcombe Community Shop and 
the participating churches and church office, which is at Gold Hill, priced £10 for 
adults, with a reduction for children.  
Support your local churches...it costs a great deal to maintain their fabric...and enjoy a 
musical treat with a difference. 
 

LINDLAR HALL CAROL SERVICE will take place this year on Monday 11th 
December at 6:30pm.  Please do come along for an interactive version of the Lion 
Storyteller Bible account of Christmas with some popular carols throughout. 
 
VACANCY There will be a vacancy from next April’s Annual Meeting for a 
Churchwarden at St Peter’s when Ros steps down. Please think and pray about who 
might take on the role, and talk to Helen or a current Church warden for more 
information. 

 
 

 

 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury 

Notice Sheet  
Worshipping Christ with others, Taking Christ to others, 

Serving Christ in others, Bringing others to Christ 
 

 
 

 

Sunday 19th November – Second before Advent 
9.30am Parish Communion 

Readings: Zephaniah 1.7, 12-18   1 Thessalonians 5.1-11   Matthew 25.14-30 

Readers: Helen Croud and Mindy Bennett  Intercessor: John Kitching 
 

Sunday 26th November - Christ the King Next Before Advent 
9.30am Parish Communion 

Readings: Ezekiel 34.11-16, 20-24   Ephesians 1.15-23  Matthew 25.31-46  
Readers:  Ann Dennis and Revd Patrick Riley  Intercessors: Ida Bowman 

 
Sunday 3rd December – First Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Family Service 
 
 

 

If you are new to St Peter's or visiting today, please make yourself known to one 
of our team so that we might get to know you better 

 

The Diary     Please see our calendar on our website ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/stpeters  

Mon - Fri    8.30am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday   10.30am  Holy Communion  
 

 

NOVEMBER  
Mon 20th   7.30pm  PCC Meeting 
Thu 23rd   10.30am Little Fishes 
Sat 25th   9.00am  Ministry Team Prayers and meeting at St Peters 
Sat 25th    7.30pm  The Mill Singers & Jubilate in Concert 
Tue 28th   9.30am  Primary School Carol Singing 
DECEMBER 
Sun 3rd    6.00pm  Churches Together Advent Service 
Mon 4TH   6.00pm   Late night shopping & Shoppers' Carol Service 
 
 
 

Team Office is open Monday – Friday 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Tel: 853060 E: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk www. shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by 12noon Thursday  

 
 



Collect  

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life:  
Grant that we, having this hope, may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when 
he shall appear in power and great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where he is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 

First Reading Zephaniah 1.7, 12-18  
Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; the Lord has 
prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.  
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest 
complacently on their dregs, 
   those who say in their hearts, 
‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.’  
Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.  
The Great Day of the Lord the great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.  
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and 
devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness,  
   a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty 
battlements.  
I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; because they 
have sinned against the Lord, 
their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung.  
Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s 
wrath; in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; 
for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.  
 

Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to 
have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, 
then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant 
woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; 
we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but 
let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who 
are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put 
on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God 
has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
 

Gospel Reading Matthew 25.14-30  
‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents 

went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had 
received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made 
five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 
have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter 
into the joy of your master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, 
saying, “Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have 
been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the 
joy of your master.” Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, 
saying, “Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You 
wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather 
where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, 
and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the 
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, 
more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw 
him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Gracious Lord, in this holy sacrament you give substance to our hope: bring us at the 

last to that fullness of life for which we long; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  

For the sick: Janet Grant, Derek Brown; for all residents in our local care and nursing homes 

and for the staff there who care for them. 

For those who have died.  

For our community.  

 For the world:  For all places where there is conflict and in particular for Syria, Turkey, Iraq, 

and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people.  
For the Contact of St Peter’s & St James’ Churches with the Episcopal Church of South 

Sudan.   

 

AN AFTERNOON WITH THE RT REVD DR ROWAN WILLIAMS on January 15th 
2018,  3-5pm at The Exchange, Sturminster Newton. A wonderful opportunity to hear 
and meet Rowan Williams. Tickets £5 available from the team office. 

 


