
 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY CHRISTINGLE SERVICES:  ST MARY’S, MOTCOMBE 
ON SUNDAY 10th DECEMBER AND ST JAMES’ ON SATURDAY 16th 
DECEMBER, BOTH AT 4.30PM.  This year, two Team Christingle Services will 
be held on the dates and times shown above.  These short, part candle-lit 
celebrations have become a traditional part of the Christmas season for young 
children and adults alike.  Please come along and enjoy one (or both!) in a happy 
and friendly atmosphere. Small collecting boxes are available at the back of the 
church.  They will be taken in at the services to help with the work of the 
Children’s Society among disadvantaged children. 
 

LINDLAR HALL CAROL SERVICE will take place this year on Monday 11th 
December at 6:30pm.  Please do come along for an interactive version of the Lion 
Storyteller Bible account of Christmas with some popular carols throughout. 
 

A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS  This year’s pre-Christmas deep clean for 
St Peter’s will take place twice!  Members of the Cleaning Team will be in St 
Peter’s on Wednesday 20 December from 2.15 to 4.15 PM and on Thursday 21 
December from 10.30 AM to 12.30 PM.  Please join us, if only for 10 or 15 
minutes as the long list of tasks includes some which can be done in next to no 
time.   Please help make a difference this year.  The St Peter’s Cleaning Team. 
 

THE FUNERAL OF BRIAN SMITH will be on Thursday 14th December at 
Salisbury Crematorium – family only, followed by a Thanksgiving Service at St 
Mary’s Church in Shroton at 1.30pm. Any of the St. Peter's congregation who 
would like to attend at St Mary’s will be welcome, please let Ros, Florence or 
Emma Smith know.  
 

ST PETERS CHURCH will be closed after the 9.30 Service on Christmas Day, 
and will reopen on Wednesday December 27th. 

 

VACANCY There will be a vacancy from next April’s Annual Meeting for a 
Churchwarden at St Peter’s when Ros steps down. Please think and pray about 
who might take on the role, and talk to Helen or a current Church warden for more 
information. 

 
TEAM OFFICE Please note that the Team office will be closed from Friday 22rd 
December at 12noon and reopening on Tuesday 2nd January 2018 at 9am. 
 
AN AFTERNOON WITH THE RT REVD DR ROWAN WILLIAMS on January 15th, 
2018, 3-5pm at The Exchange, Sturminster Newton. A wonderful opportunity to 

hear and meet Rowan Williams. Tickets £5 available from the team office. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 
St Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury 

Notice Sheet  
Worshipping Christ with others, Taking Christ to others, 

Serving Christ in others, Bringing others to Christ 
 

 
 

Sunday 10th December – Second Sunday of Advent 
8.00am BCP Communion 

9.30am Parish Communion 
Readings:  Isaiah 40.1-11     2 Peter 3.8-15a     Mark 1.1-8 

Readers:  Joe Rumble and Mary Seymour   Intercessors: Joe Rumble 
Anthem: How beautiful upon the mountains – John Stainer 

 

Sunday 17th December – Third Sunday of Advent 
9.30am Parish Communion 

Readings:  Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11     1 Thessalonians 5.16-24    John 1.6-8, 19-28 
Readers:  Sue Minshaw & Barbara Skull   Intercessors: Edred Bowman 

 

Thursday 21st December - Carol Service - 6.00pm 
 

Sunday 24th December – Fourth Sunday of Advent / Christmas Eve 
9.30am Parish Communion 

4.00pm Crib Service 
Readings:  2 Samuel 7.1-11, 16    Romans 16.25-27    Luke 1.26-38 

 

Christmas Eve 
Readings:  Isaiah 52.7-10   Hebrews 1.1-4 [5-12]   John 1.1-14 

11.15pm Midnight Mass 
 

 

If you are new to St Peter's or visiting today, please make yourself known to one 
of our team so that we might get to know you better 

 

The Diary     Please see our calendar on our website ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/stpeters  

Mon - Fri    8.30am  Morning Prayer 

Wednesday   10.30am  Holy Communion (Except 27th December) 
 

 

DECEMBER 
Sun 10th   3.00pm  Shaftesbury Town Silver Band Concert 
Sat 16th    10.30am Doughnut Time 
Thu 21st   6.00pm  St Peter’s Carol Service 
Fri 22nd   12noon  Team Office Closed until Jan 2nd  
 
 

Team Office is open Monday – Friday 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Tel: 853060 E: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk www. shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by 12noon Thursday  

 



Collect  
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great might 
succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness  
we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us,  
your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us;  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honour and glory, now and for ever.  
 

First Reading Isaiah 40.1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
   that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.  
A voice cries out: 
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 
   for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’  
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ 
   And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’ 
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
   surely the people are grass.  
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.  
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
   lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
   ‘Here is your God!’  
See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Second Reading 2 Peter 3.8-15a 
 But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a 
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow 
about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting 
any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements 
will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be 
disclosed.  
 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of people ought 
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the 

coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and 
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his 
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at 
home.  
 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by 
him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom 
given to him.  
 

Gospel Reading Mark 1.1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written 
in the prophet Isaiah, 
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
   who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight” ’,  
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’  
 

Post Communion Prayer 
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again 
to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first 
coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love 
and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  

For the sick: Janet Grant, Derek Brown; for all residents in our local care and nursing homes 

and for the staff there who care for them. 

For those who have died. Brian Smith. Rev John Schofield.  

For our community.  

 For the world:  For all places where there is conflict and in particular for Syria, Turkey, Iraq, 

and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people.  
For the Contact of St Peter’s & St James’ Churches with the Episcopal Church of South 

Sudan.   

 


