
 
 

Notices:  
TEAM SERVICE MEMBERSHIP COUNT  As we have a Team service this Sunday at 
St Peter's, would members of St Peter's please register their attendance with Chris 
Mitchell and Tony Selwood, who will be sitting at a table on the left, and if you have not 
already done so please complete a yellow card (front and back).   Others need to give 
their name and parish to Roy Mitchell or Chris Jones who will be standing just inside 
the door with clip boards, and it will not be necessary to complete a yellow card. 
 

 “WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO IN CHURCH”  The Revd Simon Chambers will again 
be leading a discussion on the Liturgy and Praxis of our church services to help reveal 
just why we do what we do in church. This talk and discussion was very well received 
last year, it is today, 29th April at 3pm in St James, with refreshments, open to all. 
 

CHURCHES TOGETHER AGM the Annual General Meeting of Churches Together in 
Shaftesbury will we on Wednesday 2 May at 7 for 7.00pm in Bell Street United Church 
- all are welcome to come and see how the churches in Shaftesbury work together. 
Refreshments after the meeting. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO WERE CLOSE TO RACHEL CALDWELL - Shaftesbury in Bloom, 
Swans Yard and The Chamber of Commerce are together placing a bench and 
planting a tree in honour of all the service she gave to the Town. This will be on 
Saturday May 5th at 3pm beside the Cann War Memorial at the entrance to 
Shaftesbury school. If you would like to attend, please let me know so that we can 
have some idea of numbers,  Sandra Whiteford 
 

REFLECTIVE PRAYER AT ST JAMES; There will not be a meeting for Reflective 
Prayer in May. The next one will be on June 5th, which Paul will lead. 
 

COME AND JOIN IN ROGATION-TIDE BY “BEATING THE BOUNDS” on Saturday 
5th May at 12noon.  We’ll meet at St James Church and be led by our very own 
archaeologists Julian and Sue Richards.  We will explore sections (not all of it is 
accessible any longer) of the parish boundary and learn about the ancient custom of 
“beating the bounds” whilst enjoying ‘pipe and drum’ music with Nick Crump and 
maybe even a madrigal or two.   
 Pack a rucksack with rain-coat to wear or sit on and a drink and sandwich so we can 
stop en-route for a break and take in the scenery. Make sure you’ve got stout footwear 
and a sun hat if scorching (we can dream!).  This is a ‘free’ event, purely for pleasure 
and a chance to meet up.  Look forward to seeing you on the 5th May.   
 

A WELCOME GUEST ON SUNDAY 6TH MAY at the 9.30am service at St James’.  It 
will be a pleasure to welcome Billy Kelly back to our church to give us an update on 
the work of MSAADA in Rwanda.  The 'cow project' which many generous St James 
folk contributed towards has proved very successful & Billy will tell us more about how 
great a difference it has made to families there as well as other news of note.  
 

To encourage us all to pray during the ‘THY KINGDOM COME’ SEASON this year 
(Ascension to Pentecost 10th – 20th May) we are going to have prayer stations in St 
James, St Peter’s, Motcombe, Compton Abbas, Enmore Green and Melbury 
Abbas.  Each church will have 1 – 3 stations that will help us to focus our 
prayer.  There will be different stations in each church and a ‘passport’ for you to take 
round, if you wish to have a sticker to show which station you have visited and prayed 
at. 

             
Sunday 29th April 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

10.00am Team Communion  
at St Peter’s, Shaftesbury 

followed by Team Council AGM  
 
 
 

Revd Helen Dawes 
Revd Simon Chambers 

                                           Revd Kevin Martin 
 

Readings 
Acts 8.26-40    1 John 4.7-21     John 15.1-8 

 
Collect  

Almighty God, 
who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ  
have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant 
that, as by your grace going before us 
you put into our minds good desires,  
o by your continual help  
we may bring them to good effect; 
through Jesus Christ our risen Lord,  
who is alive and reigns with you,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and for ever. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God,  
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way,  
the truth, and the life:  
grant us to walk in his way,  
to rejoice in his truth,  
and to share his risen life;  
who is alive and reigns,  
now and for ever.  

 

 



First Reading: Acts 8.26-40    

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the 
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he 
got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 
Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was 
reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot 
and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless 
someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the 
passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
     so he does not open his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation?  For his life is taken away from the earth.’  
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were 
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is 
water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 
region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea.   
 

Second Reading: 1 John 4.7-21    
 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the 
world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever 
seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us.  
 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Saviour of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, 
and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day 
of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever 
fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. Those 
who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do  

not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they 
have not seen. The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters also.  
 

Gospel Reading:  John 15.1-8 

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in 
me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless 
it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart 
from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become my disciples.   

 

Services Across the Team Next Week: 
Sunday 6th May – The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Notices Continued… 
 

SAVE THE DATE! SATURDAY 12TH MAY – ANNUAL PLANT SALE  There is a 
plant sale at Vale Farm, West Orchard on Saturday 12th May, from 2.30pm onwards, 
with plants, raffle, bring and buy and afternoon teas, with proceeds to The Orchards' 
church funds. 
 

FOODBANK NEEDS for April & May - The following foods are in short supply: tinned 
vegetables, fruit, fish, meat, custard and rice pudding, potato mash, coffee, milk (long 
life) fruit juice. Thank you to everyone who supports the Foodbank, it is greatly 
appreciated. Elizabeth Wray 
 

CLEANING TEAM REPLACEMENT.   A much valued member of the church cleaning 
team has had to resign.  We therefore need a replacement to maintain the current 
team rota.  The work involved is far from arduous and would not start until the week 18 
to 24 June 2018 when an hour’s light cleaning can take place at a day/time of the team 
member’s choosing.  If you can help, please get in touch with Chris Jones (850791) or 
any team member shown on the roster posted in the church porch. 

8:00am  Compton Abbas  BCP Communion  
9:30am  St Peter’s  Family Service  
9.30am St James’  Parish Communion 
9:30am  Melbury Abbas The Gathering  
11:15am  Motcombe  BCP Communion   
11:15am  Margaret Marsh  BCP Communion  
1:00pm  Motcombe  Baptism 
6.30pm Enmore Green Evensong 
6.30pm West Orchard Evening Praise 
   


