
 

NOTICES 
 

 
CALLING ALL SOPRANOS! Our choir is in need of a few more soprano 
singers. If you would like to join or find out more information, please do speak 
to our musical director, Harold Jackson, who will be delighted to hear from 
you. Some younger singers would also be very welcome. 
 
DORSET COMMUNITY FOUNDATION SURVIVING WINTER APPEAL has 
been launched and so we are asking you to kind help once again. Donations 
can also be made online at https://localgiving.org/appeal/SWA/ and please 
spread the word amongst anyone you know who would be able to help. As 
ever, all support is welcome. A gift of any amount will go straight to someone 
in Dorset who desperately needs a helping hand this winter and a kind gesture 
could actually save someone's life. Thank you. 
 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES AT ST PETER’S Our Christmas Services are listed 
in the Diary on the front of this notice sheet. Please do make a note of them 
and join us during this special time of year. Everyone is welcome! 
 
….AND AFTER CHRISTMAS we have our Team Communion Service at St 
John’s Church, Enmore Green on Sunday 30th December at 10.00am. We will 
be celebrating their patronal saint, John the Evangelist. Do join us. 
 
TEAM STUDY COURSE ON “Broken” We are running a study course for the 
whole team based on the TV drama series “Broken”. The course will be held at 
St Peter’s church in Shaftesbury, beginning on Monday 21st January at 
6.30pm and will run for six weeks so put the dates in your diary now. 
 
THE WORLD IN SAFE HANDS?  Come along to hear Bishop Nicholas (lead 
Bishop for the environment in the House of Lords) speak about what response 
to the current environmental crisis we can make and why it matters.  January 
31st at The Exchange in Sturminster Newton at 3pm. Tickets £5 will be 
available in the New Year so look out for further details. 
 
A MESSAGE FROM BARBARA PRIEST: A big thank you to everyone for 
making me so welcome since I arrived at the Team Office. A very happy and 
blessed Christmas to you all and I look forward to seeing you in the New Year. 
.          

 
 

 
THE SHAFTESBURY TEAM 

St Peter’s Church, Shaftesbury 

Notice Sheet  
Growing younger † Reaching out † Following Christ 

 
Sunday 23rd December – Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9.30am Parish Communion 
Micah 5.2-5a Hebrews 10.5-10 Luke 1.39-55 

Readers: Sam Skey & Sarah Potts Intercessor: Robert Malpas 
Anthem: Vavilov (previously accredited to Caccini) – Ave Maria 

Voluntary: AF Boëly – Chorale Prelude on “Adoro te devote” 
 

Christmas Services: please see the diary below for details 
 

Sunday 30th December – St John; Apostle & Evangelist 
10.00am Team Service at St John’s Church, Enmore Green 

 
Sunday 6th January – Epiphany 

9.30am Family Service 
Isaiah 60.1-6 Ephesians 3.1-12 Matthew 2.1-12 

 
 
 

 

If you are new to St Peter's or visiting today, please make yourself known to one 
of our team so that we might get to know you better 

 

 
The Diary     Please see our calendar on our website ShaftesburyCofE.org.uk/stpeters  
 

Mon - Fri    8.30am  Morning Prayer 
Wednesday   10.30am  Holy Communion  
 

 

 
DECEMBER 
Monday 24th    2.30pm Crib Service 
     4.00pm Crib Service 
    11.15pm Midnight Mass 
Tuesday 25th    9.30am Christmas Communion with Carols 
 
 
 

Team Office is open Monday – Friday 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Tel: 853060 E: office@shaftesburycofe.org.uk www. shaftesburycofe.org.uk 
Please email items for the notice sheet to the office by 12noon Thursday 

 
PLEASE NOTE: The Team Office will be closed from Friday 21st December  

at 12 noon until Wednesday 2nd January at 9am  
 
 
 
 

https://localgiving.org/appeal/SWA/


 
Collect  
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of 
your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be 
ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
First Reading   Micah 5.2-5a 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from 
of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
when she who is in labour has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall 
return to the people of Israel.  
 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of 
the name of the Lord his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.  
 
If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil, we will raise against 
them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.  
 
 
Second Reading Hebrews 10.5-10 
Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 
   but a body you have prepared for me;  
in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings 
   you have taken no pleasure.  
Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God” 
   (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).’  
When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt-offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to 
the law), then he added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first 
in order to establish the second. And it is by God’s will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 
 
Gospel Reading  Luke 1.39-55 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill 
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, 
that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of 
your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed 
that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’  

 

 And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,  
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,  
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name.  
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation.  
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly;  
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty.  
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy,  
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever 

 
Post Communion 
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the 
promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we may 
embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

 
 

 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS  

For the sick: Derek Brown, Robert Malpas, David Depledge, Jo Slade, 
Barbara Bailey and Myrtle Candy; for all residents in our local care and 
nursing homes and for the staff there who care for them. 

For those who have died.  

For our community.  

For the world:  For all places where there is conflict and in particular for Syria, 
Turkey, Iraq, and the Middle East for peace and concern for all people.  
 
For the Contact of St Peter’s & St James’ Churches with the Episcopal 

Church of South Sudan.   


